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Day 2: Tuesday 19th January

LO: To develop my responses to reading 

Success Criteria
I can make 

inferences about 
characters' 

thoughts, feelings 
and motives

I can justify 
my ideas with 
evidence from 

the text

I can discuss and 
evaluate how authors 
use language to have 

an impact on the 
reader
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Read on to the end of p.11 ‘...the moon rode through the clouds.'

Journal activities:

TASK: Sketch the cottage/setting where the story is set. Find 

and use evidence from page 7 to help with this. Can you annotate 

your drawing to explain what each part is.

These pictures may give you 
some ideas, but remember to 
use the text to find evidence 
telling you about the setting. 
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Have a go at answering these questionas. Highlight (or 
underline) the text and makes notes on the story to help you.

p.8 – How does the author create a sense of time running out?  
Highlight phrases e.g. ‘this was her last chance‛, ‘time was running 
short‛

p.9 ‘Had she not…‛ what is the author doing here?  Hinting at the 
reader the sense of danger that Cherry has not realised.

p.8-9/10 How has the sea changed to represent what is happening 
in the story?  
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Personification is a form of metaphor, a comparison that does 
not claim an object or action is "like" another object or action, 
but that is literally the same object or action. 

Personification
In the text, Michael Morpurgo, uses personification as a writing technique to 
engage the reader and bring the events to life.

Writers use personification to give human characteristics, such as emotions 
and behaviors, to non-human things, animals, and ideas. The statement “the 
story jumped off the page” is a good example of personification. The story 
does not really 'jump' (like a human) but the description helps the reader 
realise that the story has such a  big impact that it is like it is 'jumping' off 
the page.
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1. Morpurgo writes on page 8, 'The sea was calmer that day than 
she had ever seen it.' What does this make you feel as a reader?

2. On p.9 it is written, 'She would have noticed the white horses 
gathering out at sea ...' Why has the author used these words?

3. Find two further examples of metaphors in the text. What 
effect do they have on the reader?

4. Look back at Cherry's treatment of her shells. How do we know 
that she cares for them a great deal? Use evidence from the text.

TASK: In your journals,  answer the questions for DAY 2 in full 
sentences:
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This is the text for today. 
Remember this is also on the 
website as a word document.

Once again, if there are any words 
that you do not know the meaning 
of, then use a dictionary to look up 
the meaning.
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