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Wednesday 13th January
Focus this week:

LO: To plan, write and edit a non-chronological report

W Success Criteria

1 I can organise 2. I can use 3
" information technical I
language can use my notes to

into paragraphs

help write a first
draft

your planning notes that you made on
Tuesday lessons and planning sheet
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taken from your
and research.
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What style are we aiming for?

This should give you a good idea of the style of writing that we are looking for in your dragon reports. We
would like them to include technical language and be written in a formal style that would be suitable to be
included as an entry in an 'animal encyclopedia'.

Eyeboggler dragons are protective over their treasure hoards. They are
shy, clumsy, and timid. These legendary dragon lives in frosty habitats,
such as mountain tops or treacherous caves.

. Unlike other breeds of dragon, Eyeboggler dragons have distinctive thick,

Extra eyes often change colour when these dragons see someone trying to
steal their treasure.

Eyebogglers are fiercely territorial. They are herbivores and love to eat

leaves.
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Today you are going to begin your report.

It needs a brief, factual intro, some middle paragraphs, and a conclusion.

Each middle paragraph should stand alone, and make sense by itself, in any order.
A technical tone is really important - specific language.

Punctuation - Try fo use:

* commas for lists or clauses

brackets/dash for extra info
* colons to introduce a list or bullet pointed facts

* semi-colons to separate 2 linked clauses
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Remember to included these language features:

* Present tense

* Third person

* Formal tone

* Subject-specific vocabulary

* Each paragraph starts with a general statement and then goes on to
give more detail

* Describes
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Today's task will be to write your first draft
for the first three paragraphs: Introduction,
Appearance and Habitat.

Remember to use your notes, vocabulary and any other ideas you
have found during your research from both Monday and Tuesday.

Now have a look at the WAGOLLs on the next pages. There will be
some ideas that you might want to use in your own reports, while
there will also be parts that you think you could improve or would
not be suitable to describe your dragon. Some key words have also
been given to help with your sentence starts and relevant language.
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WAGOLL: Introduction




dragons_weds_week2_website.notebook January 12, 2021

Having looked through a WAGOLL example, you will now have a
good idea of what is expected for the paragraph, and hopefully you
will have 'borrowed' some ideas that you would like to use in your
own introduction.

Now it is your turn to write your introduction.

You will find some word banks on the next two slides to help.
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WAGOLL- Appearance (1)
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WAGOLL- Appearance (2)

Appearance

The Frost Dragon is an unusual but intriguing species. It is instantly
recognisable by its purplish-grey colour that shimmers in sunlight. Due to its
enormous height (approximately 25m), it towers over its fellow dragons. It has
broad wings that it keeps close to its body by day, but emerge at night when it
hunts. Frost dragons are intelligent creatures and this is shown in their intense
stare and upright stance. Their immense height means they are likely to
become imbalanced, so they have adapted by developing broad feet which helps
them to survive in their icy climate. The Frost Dragon is typical in that it
breathes fire, which is an impressive sight against the white background of the
mountains. The final aspect of this creature's appearance that makes it easily
identifiable is its retractable spikes - they trail the entire length of the spine, that
extend when danger is near. They are translucent which aids camouflage.

12
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WAGOLL- Appearance (3)
Appearance

White dragons are small and can be identified by their sharp, intelligent-looking
eyes and intense expression. Their scales resemble fur, or even feathers, in
places. They have wide feet and sharp claws to help them to walk atop snow
banks. An aura of coldness seems to surround the white dragon. They live in
remote, icy climates — usually arctic areas, but sometimes very high mountains.
They travel alone, and have very good memories. They prefer the solitude of
snowy plains and caves, far away from the warming rays of the sun. Living in
frosty climes, white dragons prefer their food to be suitably chilled. If their
victims have not frozen to death already, white dragons will often pack them
away in the snow until they are properly frozen. If you ever encounter a white
dragon, be on your guard— he is swift and alert. Your best bet is to scare or
intimidate him, as white dragons are sometimes known to be cowardly. He
breathes a chilling frost.

January 12, 2021
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Having looked through some WAGOLL examples, you will now have
a good idea of what is expected for the Appearance paragraph, and
hopefully you will have 'borrowed' some ideas that you would like to
use in your own writing.

Now it is your turn to write the next paragraph.

Remember to keep referring back to your notes and use the word
banks to help.

14
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WAGOLL - paragraph 3 - Habitat

The Frost Dragon inhabits the icy
mountain peaks of many Asian
mountain ranges, specifically the
Himalayas. It enjoys the vast
landscape, where it can go
undisturbed for many months on
end. The Frost Dragon prefers to
live alone and exists in solitude.
There are a few variations of the
Frost breed that do live in packs, but
this is very rare. On the
mountainside they can find all the
shelter they need,

The Volcanic dragon inhabits the
deep, dark depths of volcanoes as it
needs heat to exist. It can withstand
temperatures of 2500°C and
struggles to breathe if the
temperature gets below 100°C.

This can also cause seizures.
Volcanic dragons live in packs of 6 -
15 dragons. They rely on each other
to hunt, provide protection and to
mate. This species originates from
South America, near to the equator,
but over time has needed to relocate
to less-populated areas.

15
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Having looked through some WAGOLL examples, you will now have
a good idea of what is expected for the Habitat paragraph, and
hopefully you will have 'borrowed' some ideas that you would like to
use in your own writing.

Now it is your turn to write your version of the Habitat paragraph.

Remember to keep referring back to your notes and use the word
banks to help.

16
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		The Frost Dragon



A guide for dragon spotters’



		Here lies a guide for dragon spotters. It has all the facts and information that you will need. e.g.: how do you identify a frost dragon?   Where do frost dragons live?  And many more! 



		What do the Frost dragons eat?

They eat polar bears and larger mammals which they attack with a frost blast.

Where do Frost dragons live? 

They move to and from Artic to Antarctica.

They like to go to the tops of snowy mountains.

How do Frost dragons behave?

They like the dark and most active at night. They have the ability to talk but tend to stay away from humans.

How do you identify a frost dragon?

They tend to be confused with the European dragon because they look very similar but there colouring is normally lighter.



KOMODO DRAGON



Komodo dragons are the biggest and heaviest lizards on Earth. Full-grown adults can reach 10 feet (3 meters) long and weigh more than 300 pounds (140 kilograms)! Most weigh about 150 pounds (70 kilograms).



[bookmark: _GoBack]BY PAIGE AND COURTNEY!!

		[image: http://sssddragons.webs.com/photos/Frost%20Dragons.bmp]



		

		

These are frost dragons. [image: http://www.journeyonearth.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/komodo-dragon-e1273778365939.jpg]



THIS IS A KOMODO DRAGON
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A guide for Dragon spotters

By Megan and jake





		A Frost  Dragon

[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR8zrHYfiqIQqAmj8naLxgJgQcB-0KzMoeBK4MJ_fu2hxamRfGMWw:pgwebdesign.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/frost-ice-winter-dragon.jpg]

		

HOW WOULD YOU IDENTIFY A FROST DRAGON?

A Frost   dragon is EASY to identify.

It has rough, scaly skin .A Frost dragon has light colours ranging from white with tints of pink or blue.



WHAT WOULD A FROST DRAGON EAT?



A Frost dragon eats Polar bears and other large mammals such as seals. 

WHERE AND WHERE WOULD YOU FIND A FROST DRAGON?

As revealed by scientists Frost dragons spend 4 months of the year migrating from the Artic to the Antarctic .They like it at night {when you are most likely to find one] as a result they are most active at night.



HOW DOES A FROST DRAGON BEHAVE?



A Frost dragons` behaviour is controllable .The only thing that can stop it from freezing you to death, is a long stroke under the neck .This causes it`s mind to relax and to calm it down.



B



		Funky Facts:



Frost dragons are very patient creatures and though they can talk, they prefer not to.



Frost Dragons live to be up to20,000 years old!



Their colossal wingspan is up to 40 feet long. 



Frost Dragons have sharp claws, so that they can attack their pray.



They are up to 50 feet long, including their tails, and up to 20 feet high.  





Frost Dragons  cannot go into  the warm places .This is because their beautiful ,ice cold wings will go numb and people will capture them.
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A spotter’s guide to the frost dragonMyth: A terrifying dragon that kills its prey using a powerful  frost blast.

or 

Fact: A made up creature  that explains why there is  ice in the Artic and the Antartic.	





		[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSeRIBCAzXyoMVJbTxOd68Z4KYkZcFZmC2yrn1zlPACDFLxLzeO:fc04.deviantart.net/fs45/i/2009/059/e/3/Frost_Dragon_by_jslewis.jpg]

		What is the Frost dragon’s diet?



Frost dragons eat Polar bears and other large mammals found in the Arctic regions.



		What type of 

environment does a

Frost dragon live in?



Usually you would find a

Frost dragon in a cave

in the Artic or Antartic.

The Frost dragon spends 4 months of the year

migrating from the Artic to the Antartic,

they are most active at night-nocturnal.  





		

          How do dragons act?



Unlike your normal

dragon the Frost dragon

does not breathe fire to attack but 

instead it attacks with a powerful frost 

      blast. 







		How to identify a Frost dragon?



Frost dragons tend to be confused with the Knucker dragon as they look very similar.

However the Frost dragon is naturally lighter ranging from white with patches of blue or pink. In contrast with other dragons, the frost dragon has diminutive wings. Consequently, this means it has to travel on land. Therefore the Frost dragon is very easy to find as it leaves colossal footprints in the ground.



		                     Fierce Facts!



· As well as mythical dragons there are real dragons. For instance the Komodo dragon or the Bearded dragon.

· The Komodo dragon does not breathe fire. The Komodo dragon, also known as the Komodo monitor, is a large species of lizard found in the Indonesian islands of Komodo, Rinca, Flores, Gili Motang and Padar.

· Pogona are a genus of lizards containing seven species, which are often known by the common name Bearded dragon. Like the Komodo dragon the Bearded dragon does not breathe fire. 





		Origins:

The origin of the Chinese dragon is not certain. The presence of dragons within Chinese culture dates back several thousands of years with the discovery of a dragon statue dating back to the fifth millennium BC from the  Yangshao culture in Henan in 1987.
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A dragon spotter’s guide! 



		How do you identify a Tibetan 

Dragon?  The Tibetan dragon has no wings and very hairy armpits and tail. It has four legs with extremely sharp claws at the end.  Its skin is usually a light shade of green. Thanks to this and its habitat it is quite easy to spot. The Tibetan dragon can only grow up to two metres long but its amazingly flexible neck can grow up to three and a half metres!!! 





		

[image: http://www.elfwood.com/art/a/a/aaronstaengl/tibetan_dragon.jpg]Where would you find the Tibetan dragon?  The Tibetan dragon rests in snow nests in the Himalayas. It will occasionally go to marshlands for a drink in spring. I would not recommend going dragon spotting then, as the dragon’s green skin makes it almost impossible to see.

What is the Tibetan dragon’s food?  The Tibetan dragon mostly eats mountain goat because of where it lives. I t will eat rabbits other woodland creatures when living in the marshlands.

 

		[image: http://www.elfwood.com/art/a/a/aaronstaengl/tibetan_dragon.jpg]



This is a Tibetan dragon.



		Fiery facts!!!

The bearded dragon is a lizard. It is an omnivore and will eat both meat and plants. It usually lives for 10 years and its habitat is Australia. 
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The Manchester Ridge-back is a rare form of dragon which is only seen at night.



Have you ever wondered what they look like? Ridge-backs are easy to identify as they are the smallest dragon in the British Isles.  They are the size of a cat and covered in shiny scales.  In addition, the adult Ridge-back is a dark green colour which enables it to hide in trees and tall grass. Interestingly, however, juveniles are born with a yellowish tinge.



Lots of Ridge-backs are found across the city of Manchester especially in parks and gardens where they feel safest.  Furthermore, they nest in fir trees and, because they only fly at night, are very rarely seen.



While most dragons are renowned for hoarding treasure, the Ridge-back shows no interest in gold, silver or any valuable stones. Amazingly, they are only interested in playing chess and several Ridge-backs have become world champions. Also, these shy and gentle creatures are vegetarians.  While their breath is warm, they do not breathe fire.  Ridge-backs present no danger to humans and indeed, some have been tamed as household pets.



Dragonologists have been concerned for many years that Ridge-backs might be mistaken for other species and therefore become hunted.  Where nests have been discovered, their location is kept secret.  To protect these mysterious and beautiful creatures, all dragon lovers should make sure that vegetable peelings should be left out during snowy weather.  It would be disastrous if another species of dragon became extinct.



Pie Corbett, Dragon Seeker

SMART Notebook


Name: 		Date: 



[bookmark: _GoBack]LO: To plan an imaginary non-chronological report about one breed of dragons

Where do they live? 

How are they adapted to living in that location? 

What is the environmental impact of having dragons living there?













What do they eat? 









Do they have any predators?













What abilities / special features do they have? 
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The Life of a Dragon 


A dragon's life is a very long one compared to humans. On the average, dragons live 1,200 human years. 
A dragon's life is not boring by any means. They live to learn, and to gather knowledge, as well as a huge hoard 
of treasure. Gathering knowledge of every type, from how a sword gets forged, to how insects help the environment,
is a high priority in a dragons life, and does take up a good part of a dragon's day. 



THE MATING FLIGHT
Dragons usually lead a solitary life until they meet their life-long mate during their mating flight ritual. A female will mate only 1 to 4 times in her life. It is a grand site to see. When a female dragon is ready to mate. She will sound a resonating "mating-call" to all the mature males around the area. She will then fly as fast, and as high as she possibly can. The female can easily out-fly any male, due to her weight, and wingspan. Only the strongest and fastest of the males will catch her. When a male dragon finally catches the female at the climax of their flight, they will literally hang for a second in mid-air with the male wrapping his tail and wings tightly around the female's, and grasp her with all four claws. The female will follow suit as they begin a free-fall which is the mating session. Falling fast, the mating only lasts a few seconds, and both dragons will break off just before crashing into the ground, and glide together to the female dragon's cave to prepare their nest.

NEST BUILDING
The nest building begins the same day as the mating takes place. Both the male and female dragon add to building their nest. The nest materials can consist of woven tree branches, and fresh leaves intertwined with gold and jewels. The floor of the net consists of flat coins that are melted into a bowl by the dragons breathing fire and melting them into the woven branches. Dragons apparently like a very beautiful nesting area. The nest will be built upon part of the two dragon's combined treasures. It is theorized when the dragons sit upon the nest, the body heat will warm the gold and keep the nest warm even when the dragon is not directly on the eggs. Building the nest will be slow, it takes roughly a year and a half, human years to build it.


LAYING OF THE EGGS
After 2 years of gestation, a female will lay several (1-6) ovoid leathery-hard eggs, called a clutch. The ratio of male to female hatchlings is 3 to 1. During the nesting, the male and female will take turns either finding food, and keeping the eggs warm. The dragon hunting will bring an elk, or some other large animal back for both to share in the cave. After both have their fill, the carcass is tossed over the edge of the mountain where the various animals near the lair will get their meal. A tell-tale sign that a dragon-cave is nearvis the fact that there are a large number of bones near a mountain.




THE HATCHING
After 2 months of nesting, the baby dragons emerge from their eggs. Each baby dragon has an egg-tooth, which is a sharp, pointed bone at the front of their snout. This is used to break out of the shell. When the first dragon starts to emerge and cry, it urges the other baby dragons to hatch. Dragon's hatch ferociously hungry, and if are not fed immediately after hatching, they will eat the yolk and albumen (white part of an egg). If not fed immediately after this they will go after their siblings. It is very important for the parents to know when the dragons are ready to hatch so they can have fresh meat to satisfy their sons and daughters. This first feeding bonds the newly hatched dragons to their parents. After the hatching, both adult dragons fiercely guard their hatchlings. One dragon will always be awake to keep watch over the nest, until the newly hatched dragons can defend themselves.


[image: image1.png]





THE WYRMLING
A baby dragon when born, weighs 80-odd pounds and its about 6 feet in length. The wyrmling is born able to see, and hear. They also have a full set of razor sharp baby teeth. Their wings are too small and weak to fly. The tiny scales covering their body are very soft when first hatching, but will harden within a year. Some species of dragon are born with an innate ability (some say magic) such as to become invisible at will. The dragon is considered a wyrmling from hatching until age 15.


THE GROWING PERIOD
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During the growing period which lasts 140+ years, the dragon continues to grow over 6 inches a year until young adult-hood when the growing period slows. The hatchling will eventually lose it's egg-tooth around age 15 when the dragon is now considered a dragonet. The dragonet will gain weight, and muscle strength during this time. Horns will start to grow on it's head, and spines will start to show along the dragonet's back. The wings will become strong enough to lift the dragon, but not for extended flight.

At age 40, the dragon is considered a juvenile. At this age, the juvenile dragon will test its flying abilities, and will make its first flight. The mother and father dragon will teach the dragons on how to take off from a cliff, how to use the thermals, and how to land. There is some natural instincts that the dragons have when first learning to fly, such as how often to flap the wings to stay in the air. The juvenile dragon will revel in the act of flying, and will be in the air most of the time during the next few years to keep gaining wing length and strength in the flight muscles.

At age 60, the dragon is now considered an Young Adult. He has learned all the aspects of flying, including how to take off from flat land which is most difficult for a young dragon, due to the immense force needed to do so. Around age 65 the dragons leave their hatching grounds to find their own caves to take as their own. They prefer to own places that are on sheer cliff faces, with a large enterance, and large living area, with smaller caves and tunnels weaving in and out of the cliff-face.

At age 90, the dragon is almost fully grown and is considered an Adult Dragon. The dragon will search miles around its own territory, and learn every nook and cranny about the area. The adult dragon will mark its territory by secreting a substance, and spitting it on rocks, and trees clearly defining his circular area around his cave. All dragons have an incredible sense of smell and this secretion is a beacon that another dragon is near. During this time, adult dragons will search out an elder dragon to learn magic. An Elder will teach the adult dragon the ways of the past through magic and knowledge.

Around age 100, the dragons will have a hormonal change within their bodies and will get urges to mate. Females will change to a brighter shade of their regular color during the mating season due to this change. The males will notice this change and get riled up so much as to fight with other males that are ready to mate as well. These fights are never fatal, but sometimes do cause some serious damage to the males, especially the wing membrane, which is the most vulnerable part of a dragon's body. The fights usually consist of dragons diving towards each other and butting heads, and swiping with claws on the tough scales of the chest. When the male dragons hear the females mating call, the dragons at once take to the skies to find her, and the chase is on!

At age 150, the dragon is now a Wyrm. This age is a continuing cycle of learning knowledge, learning magic, and raising a few more clutches of young. And of course, hoarding as much treasure as they can find to fill their caves. The pair of dragons will live together for the rest of their lives together even after all matings have finished.


THE GREAT WYRMS
If a dragon lives past the age of 900 years, they are considered a Great Wyrm, and an Elder of the dragon community. All dragons will hold a great meeting to admit the new Great Wyrm to the society of dragons. Great Wyrms are highly regarded for their knowledge, their magical ability, and their prime wisdom. Elders are responsible for the teaching of past history of dragon kind, history of the world, and magic to the adult dragons. If there is an emergency that includes the dragon community, the Elders will call a grand-meeting to discuss the problem and what to do about it. These are the only two times in a dragon's life that they will see so many of their kind in one area.


END OF THE LIFE-CYCLE
A dragon rarely lives past 1,500. When the time comes, the dragon realizes his life-cycle has come to an end. He will gather all Great Wyrms at the rim of a great volcano. All the Great Wyrms will howl a great song named "The Passing Song". This song will continue for a full half hour, and can be heard for 300 miles around. This announces the passing of an Elder. Once the song is heard by Adult Dragons, they will howl the same song for all to hear until all dragons on a world will understand they have lost a great member of their community. During the song, the dying Great Wyrm will circle the live volcano and then dive straight down into the lava to give himself back to the earth that spawned him.
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Tag Questions with the Present Simple

Present simple - be and other verbs (be careful: ‘I am’ — ‘aren’t I’ but ‘I’m not’ —

‘am I”). Add the tag question:

—

She’s from a small town in China, ?

They aren’t on their way already, ?

We’re late again, ?

I’m not the person with the tickets, ?

Julie isn’t an accountant, ?

The weather is really bad today, ?

He’s very handsome, ?

They aren’t in Mumbai at the moment, ?
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You aren’t from Brazil, ?

—_
=)

. John’s a very good student, ?

—
—

. I like chocolate very much, ?

—
N

. She doesn’t work in a hotel, ?

—_
(O8]

. They need some new clothes, ?

—_
~

. We live in a tiny flat, ?

—_
9]

. She studies very hard every night, ?

—
[*)

. David and Julie don’t take Chinese classes, ?

—_
3

. I often come home late, ?

—_
(o¢]

. You don’t like spicy food, ?

—_
\O

. She doesn’t cook very often, ?

. We don’t watch much TV, ?

\®]
=
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Answers:

—
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She’s from a small town in China, isn’t she?
They aren’t on their way already, are they?
We’re late again, aren’t we?

I’m not the person with the tickets, am I?

Julie isn’t an accountant, is she?

The weather is really bad today, isn’t it?

He’s very handsome, isn’t he?

They aren’t in Beijing at the moment, are they?

You aren’t from Paris, are you?

. John’s a very good student, isn’t he?

. I like chocolate very much, don’t 1?

. She doesn’t work in a hotel, does she?

. They need some new clothes, don’t they?

. We live in a tiny flat, don’t we?

. She studies very hard every night, doesn’t she?

. David and Julie don’t take Chinese classes, do they?
. I often come home late, don’t I?

. You don’t like spicy food, do you?

. She doesn’t cook very often, does she?

. We don’t watch much TV, do we?

© 2008 www.perfect-english-grammar.com
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The Life of a Dragon 


A dragon's life is a very long one compared to humans. On average, dragons live 1,200 human years. 
A dragon's life is not boring by any means. They live to learn, and to gather knowledge, as well as a huge hoard of treasure. Gathering knowledge of every type, from how a sword gets forged, to how insects help the environment, is a high priority in a dragons life, and does take up a good part of a dragon's day. 


THE MATING FLIGHT
Dragons usually lead a solitary life until they meet their life-long mate during their mating flight ritual. A female will mate only 1 to 4 times in her life. It is a grand sight to see. When a female dragon is ready to mate, she will sound a resonating "mating-call" to all the mature males around the area. She will then fly as fast, and as high as she possibly can. The female can easily out-fly any male, due to her weight, and wingspan. Only the strongest and fastest of the males will catch her. When a male dragon finally catches the female at the climax of their flight, they will literally hang for a second in mid-air with the male wrapping his tail and wings tightly around the female's, and grasp her with all four claws. The female will follow suit as they begin a free-fall which is the mating session. Falling fast, the mating only lasts a few seconds, and both dragons will break off just before crashing into the ground, and glide together to the female dragon's cave to prepare their nest.


NEST BUILDING
The nest building begins the same day as the mating takes place. Both the male and female dragon add to building their nest. The nest materials can consist of woven tree branches, and fresh leaves intertwined with gold and jewels. The floor of the nest consists of flat coins that are melted into a bowl by the dragons breathing fire and melting them into the woven branches. Dragons apparently like a very beautiful nesting area. The nest will be built upon part of the two dragon's combined treasures. It is theorized when the dragons sit upon the nest, the body heat will warm the gold and keep the nest warm even when the dragon is not directly on the eggs. Building the nest will be slow, it takes roughly a year and a half, human years to build it.     Male collects materials, female builds, work as a team.  Very protective of their nests.  Leaves, tree branches, metal base – heated by dragon breath

LAYING OF THE EGGS
After 2 years of gestation, a female will lay several (1-6) ovoid leathery-hard eggs, called a clutch. The ratio of male to female hatchlings is 3 to 1. During the nesting, the male and female will take turns either finding food, and keeping the eggs warm. The dragon hunting will bring an elk, or some other large animal back for both to share in the cave. After both have their fill, the carcass is tossed over the edge of the mountain where the various animals near the lair will get their meal. A tell-tale sign that a dragon-cave is near is the fact that there are a large number of bones near a mountain.




THE HATCHING
After 2 months of nesting, the baby dragons emerge from their eggs. Each baby dragon has an egg-tooth, which is a sharp, pointed bone at the front of their snout. This is used to break out of the shell. When the first dragon starts to emerge and cry, it urges the other baby dragons to hatch. Dragon's hatch ferociously hungry, and if are not fed immediately after hatching, they will eat the yolk and albumen (white part of an egg). If not fed immediately after this they will go after their siblings. It is very important for the parents to know when the dragons are ready to hatch so they can have fresh meat to satisfy their sons and daughters. This first feeding bonds the newly hatched dragons to their parents. After the hatching, both adult dragons fiercely guard their hatchlings. One dragon will always be awake to keep watch over the nest, until the newly hatched dragons can defend themselves.
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THE WYRMLING
A baby dragon when born, weighs 80-odd pounds and its about 6 feet in length. The wyrmling   moodling/raptor is born able to see, and hear. They also have a full set of razor sharp baby teeth. Their wings are too small and weak to fly. The tiny scales covering their body are very soft when first hatching, but will harden within a year. Some species of dragon are born with an innate ability (some say magic) such as to become invisible at will. The dragon is considered a wyrmling from hatching until age 15.


THE GROWING PERIOD
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During the growing period which lasts 140+ years, the dragon continues to grow over 6 inches a year until young adult-hood when the growing period slows. The hatchling will eventually lose its egg-tooth around age 15 when the dragon is now considered a dragonet. The dragonet will gain weight, and muscle strength during this time. Horns will start to grow on its head, and spines will start to show along the dragonet's back. The wings will become strong enough to lift the dragon, but not for extended flight.

At age 40, the dragon is considered a juvenile. At this age, the juvenile dragon will test its flying abilities, and will make its first flight. The mother and father dragon will teach the dragons on how to take off from a cliff, how to use the thermals, and how to land. There are some natural instincts that the dragons have when first learning to fly, such as how often to flap the wings to stay in the air. The juvenile dragon will revel in the act of flying, and will be in the air most of the time during the next few years to keep gaining wing length and strength in the flight muscles.

At age 60, the dragon is now considered a Young Adult. He has learned all the aspects of flying, including how to take off from flat land which is most difficult for a young dragon, due to the immense force needed to do so. Around age 65 the dragons leave their hatching grounds to find their own caves to take as their own. They prefer to own places that are on sheer cliff faces, with a large entrance, and large living area, with smaller caves and tunnels weaving in and out of the cliff-face.

At age 90, the dragon is almost fully grown and is considered an Adult Dragon. The dragon will search miles around its own territory, and learn every nook and cranny about the area. The adult dragon will mark its territory by secreting a substance, and spitting it on rocks, and trees clearly defining his circular area around his cave. All dragons have an incredible sense of smell and this secretion is a beacon that another dragon is near. During this time, adult dragons will search out an elder dragon to learn magic. An Elder will teach the adult dragon the ways of the past through magic and knowledge.

Around age 100, the dragons will have a hormonal change within their bodies and will get urges to mate. Females will change to a brighter shade of their regular colour during the mating season due to this change. The males will notice this change and get riled up so much as to fight with other males that are ready to mate as well. These fights are never fatal, but sometimes do cause some serious damage to the males, especially the wing membrane, which is the most vulnerable part of a dragon's body. The fights usually consist of dragons diving towards each other and butting heads, and swiping with claws on the tough scales of the chest. When the male dragons hear the females mating call, the dragons at once take to the skies to find her, and the chase is on!

At age 150, the dragon is now a Wyrm. This age is a continuing cycle of learning knowledge, learning magic, and raising a few more clutches of young. And of course, hoarding as much treasure as they can find to fill their caves. The pair of dragons will live together for the rest of their lives together even after all matings have finished.


THE GREAT WYRMS
If a dragon lives past the age of 900 years, they are considered a Great Wyrm, and an Elder of the dragon community. All dragons will hold a great meeting to admit the new Great Wyrm to the society of dragons. Great Wyrms are highly regarded for their knowledge, their magical ability, and their prime wisdom. Elders are responsible for the teaching of past history of dragon kind, history of the world, and magic to the adult dragons. If there is an emergency that includes the dragon community, the Elders will call a grand-meeting to discuss the problem and what to do about it. These are the only two times in a dragon's life that they will see so many of their kind in one area.


END OF THE LIFE-CYCLE
A dragon rarely lives past 1,500. When the time comes, the dragon realizes his life-cycle has come to an end. He will gather all Great Wyrms at the rim of a great volcano. All the Great Wyrms will howl a great song named "The Passing Song". This song will continue for a full half hour, and can be heard for 300 miles around. This announces the passing of an Elder. Once the song is heard by Adult Dragons, they will howl the same song for all to hear until all dragons on a world will understand they have lost a great member of their community. During the song, the dying Great Wyrm will circle the live volcano and then dive straight down into the lava to give himself back to the earth that spawned him.

SMART Notebook
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